B8 - Thunsoay, Nov. 13, 2008 +» NKC TRIBUNE

]

representatives, helped Nicholls beco
‘downtowm.

by Lyn Derrick
ibune@nkctribune.com

ROSLYN ~ A family commitment
brought Jenny Auirit to Roslyn in the
.spring of 2007. “I arrived in-town in the

late afternoon,” she said, “caravanning
my two cars up here with a friend. On -

entering Roslyn, my iriend’s comment
was, “I've got three more days to give
you, let’s turn around and go back - it’s
not too late.”

Aurit promptly mok her friend to the
airport and settled into Harry’s Inn
above Village Pizza. “l immediately

started a job at Inland Telephone, a job

I'd secured while in California.”

Aurit added, “So, this was people and
sight unseen as well "

She said the next two weeks of her
life had a surreal quality, as Aurit ex-
plored Roslyn, met locals and became
familiar with the history.of the aréa.’

Coming from Southern ‘California,

now Aurit was commuting from Village
Pizza to Inland Telephone — on foot. “Is

that ‘technically a commute?” she

smiled and asked. -

. “Lo and- behoid during those two

weeks 1 fell in love with Roslyn. The
people at Inland were wonderful. I de-
veloped .a strong appreciation- for. the
historic integrity, and lack of develop-
ment -that often changes the historic
footprint of a town.”

Aurit’s work experience was in local

government, in particular marketing -
and economic development related to
business - attraction and retention, ..

tourism, filming and redevelopment.
“So, having a passion for local gov-
ernment," she said, “I was anxious to
roll up my sleeves and get invalved.”
That started with*an invitation to
meet with the Roslyn Revitalization

: LYN wlrh the Mayor and other

Roatyn Revitallration phatd

“a'responsibility to do things right.” -
Aurit is proud of the accomplishmients -
she's seen-and been'a part of over the- ;
* past year and a half- The Roslyn Walka--
- bout Brochure and the community’s in~ -
volvement in the Mountain to Sound -~
Greenway Days are two accomplish--
“ments Aurit looks back on with. pride, -

But, they quﬁckly join_a long Tist- of.
' ach:evements ke the Artwalks, Miss .-
Northwest Passage and the downtown - _,.-..fbremergent identines, emnnmic growth
_-dinner held during that weekend. “One-’
of-the comments we heard about'.the .
‘dinner-was, ‘there was such a feeling of -
- unity in the downtown, it felt just like
- in the old days,” Aurit said.

Banrd “I brought a Roslyn marketmg'

brochure I'd drafted, and some event

" ideas. Shortly rhereafter_ I Jolne{! the -

board, and now I'm vice président.” -

sponsibility to the history of Roslyn and

“I'm used to things taking ycsi.ns and

pén. There'’s been a ton of support for.

many of the projects, which is fabulous. -

ments and plans for the future, Roslyn Re-
vitalization is holding a Fall Mixer, on

. Monday, Nov. 17. “It’s at 7:00 p.m. at
KitchenSink,” Aurit sald. “It’s going to be -
a really fun event; and if ypu haven’t been’ _

to KitchenSink, I guarantee you'll be glad. ..

you visited. For those who are interested,
we'll have preseritation areas set up to
provide an opportunity to learn more
about Roslyn Revitalization’s accomplish-
ments for 2008, the B & O Tax Credit Pro-

gram and an upcoming partnership with ..

..:;.'IAurit ‘explained, -

Roslyn Rewtahzatlon V'ce Presldent
- Jenny Aurit discusses achlevements
| of a town she’s come to Inve

the Universlty uf Wéahington HL
‘The partnership with UW involves

g the Department of Architecture’s Store-
"front-Studio- Program: “Jim Nicholls of

Aurit said she’s honored to be part of .- UW met and spoke to Mayor Jeri Porter,

a board that serves Roslyn. “They, along.
with the city, are involved in a strategic
‘and mindful process with 4 sense of re- _:

* represéntatives of the historic comumnis-
“sion, the city council and planni.ng com:-.
“mission last’ Saturday [Nov ‘8),"

and social interaction.”

. Storefront’ btudlo was mvolveﬂ with

the revitalization efforts of other Wash-
.ington communities:like White Center,
It’s an honor to be involved in all of this. ;_,Keni Carnation and Des Moines. It will

Looking both at recent accomplish- -

be interesting to see'What they come up
with for Roslyn: “The whole thing hasn't

'been presented to the entire city coun-
cil, yet,” said Aurit,- “but it’s pusmble '
" they’ll be here sometime:in the spring.”

- Alittle clasér on the calendar is Win-

_iterfeat scheduled for Friday and Satur-

day, Nov. 28 and 29. On Fridav the
Artwalk through local businesses runs
fram 5~ 8:00 p.m..“On Saturday in the
NW1 Building, there will be crafters,
artists and children’s cratt opportuni-
ties,” said Aurit. “Santa will be there,

warm cocoa and lots of holiday cheer.”

xSilId-'—-'
- Aurit. The group took a'walking tour of
-"the downtown tn famllmnre Nlchﬁlls"" .
. with the area. +: " .
:According t to Nlcholls the btorefront gL
* Studio Program “is dedicated to i
- the academic oapital of the University of
‘Washirngton in close partniership with the
‘sotial capital of local commiinitiés, Our -
= goal is.to strengthen the: connéctions be- |
*“tween: members “6f a community and’
. their physical sétting, providing anchors -

“*“They brinig'in 12 gmduate studcnts o
“and ‘dreate .a studio .
‘-within hours. They do a toii of research -

-onthe architecture and dociimentation, -
- .and over a-12-week period they come up . -

yearg of planning,” Aurit added. “Here - _'With ‘suggested improvements.

people are so good at making things hap-
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